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伍、奧地利的公民投票制度 
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陸、對奧地利公投制度的檢討與建議 
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Abstract 

Simplifying direct democracy (referendum) and indirect democracy 

(representative politics) into positional oppositional institutional conflicts is 

an unnecessary prejudice that prevents the complementary opportunities 

between the two.  Most of today’s democratic countries - including the 

Austria discussed in this article - have adopted a dual democratic form, that 

is, direct democracy combined with representative democracy.  However, 

empirical observations from international comparisons shows that the 

participation rate of referendums (direct democracy) is usually significantly 

lower than the normal about 25-49%.  Therefore, if it can become a general 

law through a referendum, it is undoubted that the foundation of its 

democratic legitimacy appears a little weak.  Furthermore, from a socially 

selective point of view: from an empirical point of view, participation in a 

referendum present a clearer social class imbalance than a general election 

The number of women at the bottom and women has always been less than 

the high-ranking and personnel and men, and the few who form a 

high-ranking power determine the fate of the underlying weak majority. 

Therefore, the state must take into account the implementation of integration 

measures, integrated democratization, and the focus is on the necessary 

conditions for how deliberative democracy can be practiced.  People are 

never homogenous to the masses, so it is inevitable to try to lowering 

unequal class differential lines between each other, and improving the quality 

and corresponding quantity levels of both sides can further deepen the 

democratic system. 

Keywords: direct democracy, indirect democracy, referendum institutions, 

Austria. 




