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川普能重構亞洲權力平衡？ 
─解析美國印太戰略的虛實 
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Can Trump Reconstruct the Balance of 
Power in Asia? An Analysis of the “Indian 

Pacific Strategy” of the United States 

Sing-Lie Wang 

Deputy Chief Executive, Taiwan International Institute for 
Strategy Society, Taipei, TAIWAN 

Abstract 

This article explores the origin, connotation and practical strategic 

actions of the “Free and Open India-Pacific Strategy” (FOIPS) proposed by 

the Trump administration of the United States from a realist perspective to 

understand why the United States should propose the Indian-Pacific strategy.  

we argue that the Trump administration has proposed the “India-Pacific 

Strategy” as a substitute for the “Strategy of Rebalancing” (or pivot) 

proposed by President Obama.  We find a situation that FOIPS is to seek 

Japan, Australia, India and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASAN) to support the US’s Asian strategic system that purpose to counter 

China’s efforts to change the balance of power in Asia.  As US officials are 

concerned FOIPS is a means that use diplomacy, economy and military 

power to achieve policy goals.  So it can be regarded as the “Grand 

Strategy” to against China.  And some FOIPS actions have been taken, 

including the US-China trade war and strengthening cooperation with 

Taiwan.  However, the US FOIPS still has some restrictions, including 

insufficient investment in infrastructure, which has led US allies to doubt the 

US’s determination to against China.  Moreover, all countries have different 

plans for getting along with China. Obviously, the FOIPS cannot form a true 

“Asian NATO.”  However, after the United States launched the 

“India-Pacific Strategy,” it began a trade war with China and strengthened 

military cooperation with its allies (including Taiwan), reorganized the US 

military and strengthened its deployment in Asia.  As a result, it may lead to 
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Arms race between the United States and China.  The conclusion of this 

paper is that although the “Indian Pacific Strategy” may allow the United 

States to maintain its power in Asia, the arms race between the United States 

and China may be dragging Asia into a “new cold war.” 

Keywords: Realism, power balance, Indo-Pacific region, Indo-Pacific 

Strategy, New Cold War 
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