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1 1967  

State Enrolled Votes For (%) Against (%) Informal 

New South Wales 2,315,828 2,166,507 1,949,036(91.46) 182,010 (8.54) 35,461 
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Indigenizing National Identity: 
Toward the Recognition of Aborigines 

in Australian Constitution 

Chien-Jung Hsu 

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Taiwan and Regional Studies 
National Dong Hwa University, Shoufeng, Hualien, TAIWAN 

Abstract 

Despite being a multicultural democracy, Aborigines in Australia have 

been underprivileged for a long time. Starting in 20th century, the 

Commonwealth of Australia has introduced a string of legislations to 

recognize the rights of Aborigines, but the Commonwealth Constitution still 

discriminates against Aborigines.  The Constitution, which came into effect 

in 1990, excluded Aborigines.  Even though the 1967 referendum received 

overwhelmingly votes, thereby indicating Australians’ support to amend 

article 51 and repeal article 127, the Constitution still does not recognize 

Aborigines.  Starting in 2007, Liberal-National Coalition and Labor Party 

have proposed to hold a referendum to include the Aboriginal people into the 

Constitution, and the polls showed that the majority of Australians supported 

such a change, but it remains uncertain whether the referendum will take 

place. 

Keywords: Australian Aborigines, Australian Constitution, referendum, 

Aboriginal identification 
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