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Observation of Spanish Constitutional
Development Process and the 1978
Constitution Implement after Forty Years

Ya-Ju Shin

Adjunct Assistant Professor Department of European Languages and Cultures
National Chengchi University, Taipei, TAIWAN

Abstract

Between 1812 and 1931, Spain experienced French invasion, the War
of Spanish Independence, Carlist War, the Glorious Revolution, First
Spanish Republic, the Restoration and the establishment of the Second
Spanish Republic. = During the mentioned period, there were six
constitutions that fought between the progressive and conservative
attributes, from the monarchy to the Republican. Before the outbreak of the
Spanish Civil War, the Constitution of the Second Republic was full of the
characteristics of democratic socialism. From 1938 to 1967, when Franco
ruled Spain, the seven basic laws of the kingdom were issued to replace the
Constitution of the Second Republic. After 1977, In order to transition
from dictatorship to democracy, Spanish politics and lawyers promoted the
political reform law, and handled general elections in accordance with the
law. After the election, the members of the cross-party group gathered
the most common consensus. In 1978, the new constitution was passed
and enacted. This democracy transformation was regarded as a successful
and peaceful case. However, 40 years after, the constitutional provisions
arising under the agreement of heterogeneous political group has appeared
problems. This article observes the constitutional development process in
Spain and understands that the amendment of the 1978 Constitution is an
inevitable way to solve today’s political and economic disputes.

Keywords: Spain, constitutional development, 7978 Constitution,
democratic transformation, constitutional amendment
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