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情感建構論及國際政治中的文化邏輯─ 

以「傷害中國人民的感情」的外交修辭作為研究案例 
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Emotion Constructivism and the Cultural 
Logic in International Relations: 

On the Rhetoric of “Hurting the Feeling of the Chinese People” 

Ming-Feng Liu 

Associate Professor, National Quemoy University, Department of International 
and Mainland China Affairs, Quemoy, TAIWAN 

Abstract 

After the Reform policy of China in 1978, the rhetoric of “hurting the 

feeling of Chinese people” increases dramatically, and becomes a specific 

phraseology in the circle of Chinese diplomacy.  This research takes it as 

the example, not only to demonstrate the cultural logic for the construction of 

Chinese identity in the post-cold war period, but also to illustrate the place of 

emotion in the study of international relations. Emotion is not considered as 

the opposite side of rationality, which is the core concept of theories of 

international relations, but its base instead.  In this regards, the concept of 

“mode of emotion” is formulated and based on the “We-Other” distinction.  

While the bi-polar mode of emotion derives directly from the We-Other 

distinction, which exists universally, the triangle mode insists on the 

presence of a “Third” above the “We-Other.”  The latter is elaborated 

within a very special situation, that is, the West, because of its tradition of 

rationalism, and the liberal democracy at the modern time.  Yet, both modes 

of emotion contribute to the development of ontological security.  The 

phraseology represents China’s extreme case as a bi-polar mode of emotion, 

because it was badly humiliated at the early age of modern time, and rises 

rapidly at the post-cold war.  As a result, the phraseology is repeated not 

only with the nationalist sentiment, but also and specially in the relation 

between China and Japan.  Therefore, the emotional constructionism is 

capable of explaining the role of culture in a more scientific way, and 

illustrates its dynamics as well. 

Keywords: mode of emotion, injured identity, relationalism, Hua-Yi system, 
cultural logic 
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