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Regime of Neo-liberalism 
and the French Fifth Republic: 

The Role and the Legitimacy of the President 
at the Globalization Period 

Ming-Feng Liu 
Associate Professor, Department of International 

and Mainland Affairs National Quemoy University Quemoy, TAIWAN 

Abstract 

How to understand the appearance of co-habitation of the 5th Republic 

of France by referring to its social context, which is an international regime 

based on the neoliberalism?  The case of French constitution is not an 

exception, because of its far above average constitution-making, but a very 

sensitive example with the dynamic of “I-We balance,” which stands at the 

very center of civilizing process.  In other words, the civilizing process 

leads to the individualization on the one hand, and the search for 

communitarian solidarity on the other.  This dynamic stays not only within 

the nation -state, but also without as the core for the international regime, 

among which the neoliberalism prevails after the 1980s.  The neoliberalism 

strengthens the tension between the “I-We balance” because of which the 

cohabitation happens three times from the mi-80s to the early 21st century. 

Moreover, it makes the state vulnerable in the face of the globalization, and 

the President obliged to play a symbolic role for the nation.  Nevertheless, 

his legitimacy comes from the role, not from himself as the managementism 

of the globalization jeopardizes the effectiveness of charisma for the 

legitimation.  As a result, the fluctuation of the public opinion continues, 

and none of the President of the Republic has been re-elected after 2000, 

when the Constitution was revised the term of the presidency from 7 years to 

5 years.  This constitutional revision makes the cohabitation difficult to 

happen again. 

Keywords: neoliberalism, civilizing process, cohabitation, legitimacy 
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