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National Identity of Indonesia: 
Unity in Diversity 

Shun-jie Ji 

Associate Professor, Director, Graduate Institute of Futures Studies 
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Abstract 

Indonesia is the largest Islam country in the world in terms of Muslim 

population.  Meanwhile she is diversified in various religions with freedom 

of religious choices.  Indonesia is also diversified in ethnic components 

with many major groups living in the thousands of islands.  One of the most 

significant factors for Indonesian ethnic peace lied in the constitution design 

which adopted the more open and tolerating approach to embrace different 

beliefs.  Therefore, Islam was never put as state religion.  Aceh 

independence movement is the major secession in Indonesia with long term 

conflict.  It is under appropriate management so did not become obstacle for 

Indonesian national development.  However, the inequity in regional 

economic distribution should be focused to prevent further radical secession 

movements. 

Keywords: Pancasila, Aceh Independence Movement, unity in diversity 
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