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State of War, the Position of the Head of the
State, and the Change of Constitution:

The Case of Constitution-Making of France before 1870

Ming-Feng Liu

Associate Professor, Department of International
and Mainland Affairs National Quemoy University, Quemoy, TAIWAN

Abstract

Taking the case of France before 1870, this paper aims at exploring the
structural forces in the constitution making process by the liberalism, which
is the fundamental value of modern civilization. Standing at the very center
of its civilizing process, the individualization explains the anomie of French
society after the Revolution, as well as the backlash of the conservatives.
As a result, France was placed in a state of war within and without, which
made the head of the state not only the center of the executive, but also the
symbol of the nation. Therefore, both the role of the head of the state and
the state of war can be explained by the civilizing process, within which the
We-I balance stands at the center. Moreover, the balance plays in fact the
role of structural forces in the constitution making of the modern time, since
the civilizing process prevails globally, but much more manifestly in the case
of France, because of its “Etats généraux” in the pre-modern time, and the
geopolitical position. These two factors make the French politics even

more radical along with the arrival of liberalism.

Keywords: civilizing process, We-I balance, head of the state, state of war,

movement of constitution making
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