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Polish Constitutional Transformation in 
Post-Communist: 

From Semi-Presidential System to Parliament System 

Chin-mo Cheng 

Chairman, Department of Diplomacy and International Relations 
Tamkang University, Tamshui, New Taipei, TAIWAIN 

Abstract 

This article reviews the background of Polish Semi-President system in 

the post-communist era and the difficulties it encountered in the process of 

enforcement, to explore the interaction and struggling for power between 

elected president and chancellor and the debates on constitutional system 

between political elites during this period.  Constitutional transformation 

was eventually completed in Polish 1997 Constitution which fostered Poland 

toward parliament system gradually.  Particularly worth mentioning is the 

Polish1997 Constitution and the role of formal president Aleksander 

Kwasniewski in the whole process.  Both Taiwan and Poland are third wave 

democratization countries, the “Polish experience” may offer some lessons 

that Taiwan can learn from. 

Keywords: Poland, constitutional system, semi-president system, parliament 

system, Polish 1997 Constitution, Aleksander Kwasniewski 
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