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美國的制憲－大妥協的產物 

 
 

  

We the people
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I confess that there are several parts of this Constitution which I do 

not at present approve, but I am not sure I shall never approve 

them. ... I doubt too whether any other Convention we can obtain, 

may be able to make a better Constitution. ... It therefore astonishes 

me, Sir, to find this system approaching so near to perfection as it 

does; and I think it will astonish our enemies. 

Benjamin Franklin U.S. Constitution, n.d.a  
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貳、制憲背景 
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Bowen, 1986
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CNN Library 2018  
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肆、美國憲法的原則 

Skousen 2007

28  

1. Natural law is the basis of a just and free society

 

2. A free society cannot exist without moral and virtuous people

 

3. A free society cannot exist without moral and virtuous leaders

 

4. The role of religion is foundational
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5. All things were created by God, therefore upon Him all mankind are 

equally dependent, and to Him they are equally responsible

 

6. All men are created equal  

7. Government protects equal rights, does not provide equal things

 

8. Unalienable rights are endowed by their Creator

 

9. To protect rights God revealed certain divine laws

 

10. Governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed; 

sovereignty remains with the people

 

11. Oppressive government may be altered or abolished by the people

 

12. The United States shall be a Republic  

13. A constitution should be structured to permanently protect the people 

from the human frailties of their rulers

 

14. Property rights secure people’s liberties

 

15. Free market and minimal government best supports prosperity

 

16. Government should be separated into three branches: Legislative, 

Executive and Judicial  

17. A system of checks and balances help to prevent abuse of power

 

18. A written Constitution protects unalienable rights  

19. Governments should have limited and defined powers
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20. Majority rules, law protects the minority rights

 

21. Strong local self-government is the keystone to preserving human 

freedom  

22. A free people are governed by law and not by whims of their leaders

 

23. A free society cannot survive as a republic without a broad program of 

general education

 

24. A free people cannot survive unless they stay strong

 

25. Peace, commerce, and honest friendship with all nations; entangling 

alliances with none

 

26. Family is the basic unit of society and should be fostered and protected

 

27. The burden of debt is as destructive to freedom as subjugation by 

conquest  

28. The United States has a manifest destiny to be an example and a 

blessing in sharing and promoting the principles of liberty

 

28
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Rothman, 2018 3

30% 2016 2%  

Preferred System for Electing U.S. Presidents 
Would you prefer to amend the Constitution so the candidate who receives the most total 
votes nationwide wins the election, or to keep the current system, in which the candidate 
who wins the most votes in the Electoral College wins the election? 

 % Amend the Constitution   % Keep current system 
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伍、結論 
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U.S. Constitution: 
A Product of Great Compromise 

Shun-jie Ji 

Director, Graduate Institute of Futures Studies 
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Abstract 

  The U.S. Constitution is recognized as the first written constitution in 

republic form of human history. It has received different comments, from 

miracle, masterpiece, to a rough negotiation.  The purpose of this paper is to 

explore the historical background of this constitution and to discuss the 

making process and all controversial issues involved.  The findings suggest 

that mainly because of the great compromise achieved in the Constitutional 

Convention which included compromises of big and small states, north and 

south states.  Through the great compromise, the U.S. government was 

produced and started an experiment that lasted more than three centuries. 

Keywords: Continental Congress, Constitutional Convention, Articles of 

Confederation, Great Compromise 

 

 




