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I confess that there are several parts of this Constitution which I do
not at present approve, but I am not sure I shall never approve
them. ... I doubt too whether any other Convention we can obtain,
may be able to make a better Constitution. ... It therefore astonishes
me, Sir, to find this system approaching so near to perfection as it

does; and I think it will astonish our enemies.

Benjamin Franklin (U.S. Constitution, n.d.a)
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B BM5I HERIE B & Skousen (2007) Pl Y 58 B & i A 2
VLAY SRR 28 KA
1. Natural law is the basis of a just and free society : R 3E5FH R »
REAEL A IEE H A& o

2. A free society cannot exist without moral and virtuous people : —{[i 5
HH & L EEA miERE AR A o
3. A free society cannot exist without moral and virtuous leaders : —{ff 5

Hr g th—E BH mifE R i EE A
4. The role of religion is foundational : ZEZ G EZEUEM » BUFFIA R
W E LA RERA
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5. All things were created by God, therefore upon Him all mankind are
equally dependent, and to Him they are equally responsible : E¥JEH [
i Bl - £ EAF AT NSRS E A R FRIEEE » JFAER SRR E -
6. All men are created equal : T B A A2 2R &R & P EERY -
7. Government protects equal rights, does not provide equal things : F{Jff
B RE 2 PRIE A HY R HER - AR E T -
8. Unalienable rights are endowed by their Creator : AfHRKAZF{EY T+
BT HOAS FTRIBE R RE R
9. To protect rights God revealed certain divine laws : |57~ {Ri% A\ JH
REFI B B A o
10. Governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed;
sovereignty remains with the people : B Y IF & 42K H 218 A\ RHY[A]
o WA g -
11. Oppressive government may be altered or abolished by the people : A &
A HESUE SHERN b1 T R B BUR -
12. The United States shall be a Republic : & [ & 73 7 T R E
13. A constitution should be structured to permanently protect the people
from the human frailties of their rulers : £ T IE#iGE K B RAY A4
G5B M5 E N RAGHER] » 0 ZH A 3R a T K AR PR I o
14. Property rights secure people’s liberties : A R/HZH M ERIREF] »
AREZEHHEMH -
15. Free market and minimal government best supports prosperity : %38 H
G AR D HIBUR T-78 » RIESERIVRER -
16. Government should be separated into three branches: Legislative,
Executive and Judicial : BT FER% & 53 33215 ~ 17 BRI RE = AEEFT -
17. A system of checks and balances help to prevent abuse of power : [
VL= RESY SRR > DR EiRE A
18. A written Constitution protects unalienable rights : p} ) &L R R EE o
19. Governments should have limited and defined powers : B JFF A HE /) [ 2%
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20. Majority rules, law protects the minority rights : 32 5REREZ B AR E
IR - kA R G DB RER] -

21.Strong local self-government is the keystone to preserving human
freedom : 23758 KA ST BIREBUR » 182 AR E B PRRE

22. A free people are governed by law and not by whims of their leaders : A
REzzi_iEnr » ARG -

23. A free society cannot survive as a republic without a broad program of
general education : HE{ZHMY KHE » —HH it & TR 3t
FIBCHS -

24. A free people cannot survive unless they stay strong : HHG ARk »
TR E -

25.Peace, commerce, and honest friendship with all nations; entangling
alliances with none : BLRTH B FRKAEFEFFIAE ~ P2 ~ B ERREH - T
LT A B 55 A

26. Family is the basic unit of society and should be fostered and protected :
KEERAL FIZEHIRL L - BUR FERZ SR (REE SR (1 5e 31 -

27.The burden of debt is as destructive to freedom as subjugation by
conquest : {EFEWIHEH » Y17k AEFHRH -

28.The United States has a manifest destiny to be an example and a
blessing in sharing and promoting the principles of liberty : 3& 5] YK FA
i > TRCE S ABUER B R > WM NS ZEHH -
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3. HEHEER 2 TEE A\EH (electoral college) » i R AR FE HH E £
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4. RGN AP E R R » Aew AN > BBERRHES 2 R > #
RBETIAREE -
5. R BIERGT 2R A MNTIER A E L > WIEARE %Séﬁ
6. ENEF AR T A ARENINEE » ol DU & R B 1T B
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A EI (Rothman, 2018) © fi£fE 3 (M Al LB FIE K S REHE
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30% /4 - R 2016 R ZERAE/NE 2% -

Preferred System for Electing U.S. Presidents

Would you prefer to amend the Constitution so the candidate who receives the most total
votes nationwide wins the election, or to keep the current system, in which the candidate
who wins the most votes in the Electoral College wins the election?

M % Amend the Constitution W % Keep current system
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62 66

61 59 61

49

52
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35 2 35 35 47 38
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2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016
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SCENE AT THE SIGNING OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

1. Washington, George, Va. 11. Butler, Pierce, S.C. 21. King, Rufus, Mass. 31, Miffiin, Thomas, Pa.
2. Franklin, Benjamin, Pa. 12. Sherman, Roger, Conn. 22. Gorham, Nathaniel, Mass. 32. Clymer, George, Pa.
3. Madison, James, Va. 13. Johnson, William Samuel, Conn. 23. Dayton, Jonathan, N.J. 33. FitzSimons, Thomas, Pa.
4. Hamilton, Alexander, N.Y. 14. McHenry, James, Md. 24. Carroll, Danicl, Md. 34. Ingersoll, Jared, Pa.
5. Morris, Gouverneur, Pa. 15. Read, George, Del. 25. Few, William, Ga. 35. Bedford, Gunning, Jr., Del.
6. Morris, Robert, Pa. 16. Bassett, Richard, Del. 26. Baldwin, Abraham, Ga. 36. Brearley, David, N.J.
7. Wilson, James, Pa. 17. Spaight, Richard Dobbs, N.C. 27. Langdon, John, N.H. 37. Dickinson, John, Del.
8. Pinckney, Chas. Cotesworth, S.C. 18. Blount, William, N.C. 28. Gilman, Nicholas, N.H. 38. Blair, John, Va.
9. Pinckney, Chas, S.C. 19. Williamson, Hugh, N.C. 29. Livingston, William, N.J. 39. Broom, Jacob, Del.
10. Rutledge, John, S.C. 20. Jenifer, Daniel of St. Thomas, Md. 30. Paterson, William, N.J. 40. Jackson, William, Secretary
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U.S. Constitution:
A Product of Great Compromise

Shun-jie Ji

Director, Graduate Institute of Futures Studies
Tamkang University, New Taipei, TAIWAN

Abstract

The U.S. Constitution is recognized as the first written constitution in
republic form of human history. It has received different comments, from
miracle, masterpiece, to a rough negotiation. The purpose of this paper is to
explore the historical background of this constitution and to discuss the
making process and all controversial issues involved. The findings suggest
that mainly because of the great compromise achieved in the Constitutional
Convention which included compromises of big and small states, north and
south states. Through the great compromise, the U.S. government was
produced and started an experiment that lasted more than three centuries.

Keywords: Continental Congress, Constitutional Convention, Articles of

Confederation, Great Compromise





