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Abstract 

After 1945, the United Nations began to actively shape the agenda of 

decolonization.  The Cook Islands and Niue, which were former colonial 

territories of New Zealand, did not seek independence.  Instead, they 

formed a special political relationship with New Zealand entitled “free 

association,” and continued to cooperate with New Zealand in the form of an 

autonomous state.  An assessment of economic, defense and diplomacy 

shows that, while the Cook Islands and Niue are not fully independent 

countries, the political flexibility and policy of “free association” have 

nevertheless protected the interests of the Cook Islands and Niue. 
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