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The Dilemma and Dynamics of Mongolia’s 
Foreign Policy after the Founding of the State 

Lloyd Sheng-Pao Fan 
Associate Professor of Department of Public Relations and Advertising 

Kun Shan University, Tainan, TAIWAN 

Abstract 

The Republic of Mongolia has only about 3.2 million people on an area of 

1.56 million square kilometers, making it one of the world’s most sparsely 

populated countries.  This landlocked country has only two neighbors, Russia 

and China, and Mongolia’s nearly 300-year history is under the influence of these 

two neighbors, either with the Qing state as the mother country or as a satellite 

state of the Soviet Union.  With such a sparse population, heavy economic 

dependence on China, Russia, and a geopolitical structure sandwiched between 

China and Russia, it seems that Mongolia’s foreign policy will always be more 

dilemma than dynamic.  This article discusses Mongolia’s foreign policy after 

the founding of the state. Mongolia, which was founded in 1921, used to be a 

Soviet Union satellite state to seek a balance between China and the Soviet Union 

after the founding of the country and before the collapse of the Soviet Union. 

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, it took advantage of the trend to catch up 

with the democratic wave and developed its own “Concept of National Security” 

and “Concept of Foreign Policy.”  The essence and evolution of “National 

Security Concept” and “Foreign Policy Concept” are the focus of this paper. 

Keywords: Concept oOf National Security, Concept of Foreign Policy, Third 

Neighbor Policy 
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