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1880 and 1920: A Preliminary Analysis of 
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Abstract 

This article starts with the delineation of the political development of 

Germany between1880 and 1920 as the intellectual context of Max Weber’s 

political thought and activity.  Some prominent issues in Weber’s political 

thought were modern capitalism, socialism and democracy.  Capitalism 

constituted the central theme of Weber’s work.  Among the different types 

of capitalism, he was especially interested in modern rational capitalism and 

in its origin.  Unlike Marx, Weber did not emphasize that capitalism had an 

inherent tendency to break down and leads to crashes.  Weber felt that 

socialism would entail a universal bureaucratization and a stifling of freedom. 

He vehemently opposed it whenever he could.  He said that in a capitalist 

economy the state and the private economy balanced each other, but under 

socialism there would only be one vast power elite that decided everything.  

In his writings on politics Weber discussed such issues as direct democracy, 

the role and selection of leaders in a democracy, the relationship of 

capitalism and democracy.  He even fancied the possibility of a plebiscitary 

leadership in a democracy, owing to his own interest in having a political 

system in which a plebiscitary leader plays a key role. 

Keywords: confluence of nationalism and liberalism, World War One, 

origins of capitalism, defect of socialism, plebiscitary 

domination 
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