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Analysis on the Theoretical Implication and 

Application Effectiveness of the 
Sponsorship Strategy: 

A Case Study of the Operational Experience of the 
Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands 

Kai-Ming Chang 

Assistant Professor, Center for General Education, National Taichung 
University of Science and Technology, Taichung, TAIWAN 

Abstract 

As a new theoretical research issue of the international relations studies, the 

“Sponsorship Strategy” was derived from the discussion of American diplomatic 

failures in the post-9/11 era.  This strategy advocates that modern countries, 

which are in an interdependent network, should not rely solely on the application 

of material power to oppress other countries when dealing with international 

security affairs.  Countries should try to create social power through the ways like 

making diplomatic coordination, obtaining authorization from multilateral 

mechanisms, and complying with international law, in order to establish sufficient 

legitimacy for related foreign activities, gain recognition and support from the 

international community, and reduce the risk of encountering resistance from other 

countries or damaging the country’s image.  For understanding the content and 

policy value of the “Sponsorship Strategy,” this article will review its academic 

evolutionary context and main arguments.  At the same time, the article will take 

the operating experience of the “Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands” 

organized by the Australian government between 2003 and 2017 as a verification 

case, in order to present the effects that the “Sponsorship Strategy” may have when 

it is actually been applied in diplomatic affairs and examine the theoretical value 

and development prospects of this strategy. 

Keywords: sponsorship strategy, international security, legitimacy, multilateral 
coordination, Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands 
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