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泰國軍事政權與國防發展及其區域角色 
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1  “Significantly, the 1997 Constitution prohibited the exercise of rights or liberties to 

overthrow the democratic regime, and it barred any attempt ‘to acquire the power to rule the 

country by any means which is not in accordance with the modes provided in this 

Constitution.’  In addition, it prohibited its own amendment except in accordance with 

specifically prescribed procedures.” 
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貳、泰國安全環境 

                                                        
2  “The State shall arrange for the maintenance of the armed forces for the protection and 

upholding of its independence, security of the State, institution of kingship, national interests 
and the democratic regime of government with the King as Head of the State, and for 
national development.” 
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4  Mission: 1. To safeguarding and upholding the institution of kingship. 2. To safeguard the 

independence and sovereignty, as well as enhance the capability of the armed forces to become 

the leading armed forces in the region. 3. To maintain stability and internal security of the 

kingdom. 4. To enhance the security cooperation in the region. 5. To develop the country for the 

security purposes, as well as to provide assistance to people, to maintain the national interests and 

to solve major national problems. 6. To attain the affairs of war veterans for security purpose. 
5  Policy Statement of the Minister of Defense: 1. Strengthening the Country’s Security and 

Safety; 2. Reforming the Armed Forces and the Promotion of Good Governance; 3. 

Supporting the Government’s Effort in Resolving the Country’s Major Problems, Country 

Development, Disaster Relief and Assisting the People. 
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6  Section 8: The King holds the position of Head of the Thai Armed Forces. 
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Thailand Military Regime and Defense 

Developments as well as Its Regional Role 

Tony Wu 

Adjunct Assistant Professor, National University of Tainan, Tainan, TAIWAN 

Abstract 

Thailand’s geo-strategic location is located in the heart of the Southeast 

Asian continent.  Since the implementation of the constitutional monarchy 

in 1932, military coups are common, the civilian administration is more 

focused on dealing with non-traditional threats, and military administration is 

inclined to use force to solve traditional threats, and thereby consolidate 

political power.  Thailand’s national defense command system is under the 

command of the supreme executive head to control the use of armed forces, 

but when the military is in power, the spirit of civilian control takes the form. 

In terms of force structure, the proportion of Navy and Air Force is small, 

and the formation is large, but less equipment, the future to meet economic 

development to protect SLOCs and air support of national defense needs, it 

is not easy.  In addition, the importance of Thailand’s geo-strategic position 

has become a key player in the current U.S.-China competition in the South 

China Sea.  While Thailand intends to adopt a balanced strategy between 

the U.S. and China, Thailand’s military regime will continue to cooperate 

with the U.S. and democratic countries and act as a navigator for Southeast 

Asian and ASEAN when the U.S. intends “interests supersede values” in the 

Indo-Pacific strategic framework. 

Keywords: constitutional monarchy, military coup, military regime, civilian 

control 
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