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─論泰國文字的創制，兼談西夏文及越南文 
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壹、緒論 

Sukhothai

Kingdom of Thailand 13

938 1776

13

13

1438

Bagan

13 1  

Sukhothai /Sukhodaya

 

Angkorian Empire, c. 802-1431

Theravada Buddhism 2 

                                                        
1 Heine-Geldern 1956 3

 
2  
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Griswold, 1967; Gosling, 1991; 

Stratton & Scott, 1987; Diskul, 1999; van Beek & Tettoni, 1999

 

1283

1283

Thai

2018a 116

 

貳、文獻探討與分析架構 

3

(1)

(2)

(3)

                                                        
3 [ ]  
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René Descartes, 1596-1650

 

social bonding agent
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Fabiani, 2009: 226-43, 309-12  

Anderson, 1991: 6-7
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4  

參、泰國文字之創制 

Khmer Hall, 1994

 

Ramkhamhaeng 13

Sri Intratit

                                                        
4 Anderson 1991

nation-state 識  
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12 13

 

2018

135

 

5 13

                                                        
5 復 national literatures

national identity  
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2018b 132
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(2)

2018b 132

 

(1) 7 13

683 686

(2) 13

Jawi

(3)

16 2019

13

 

(1)

221-206 BC

Nguyen, 1999: 2 13 (2)

19 16

(3)
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Mon Griswold & Prasert, 1971: 207  

Mon

鉢 Dvaravati, 6-11

10 11

Continental Southeast 

Asia 2005

13
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Liebkind, 1999: 144

social context Fishman, 1999: 154

 

Ramkhamhaeng Inscription No. 1

1833

1851-68

2020  
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肆、西夏、越南的例子 

 

1038-48

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 386-535

 

4. 

 

-1042
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1983 2004  

 

2021

 

 

6 

 

                                                        
6 2200
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1. 

 

2. 938

1225-1400

 

3. Chữ 

Nôm

 

4. 16 17

Chữ Quốc 

Ngữ 17 Alexandre 

de Rhodes

 

5. 

 

6. 1945

2017  

1945

Jiang, 1971: 107

19

 

1945
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Ho, 1945: 64-65  

1. 

very hard to 

learn

1945 1953

20% 70% Chiung, 2020: 28  

2. 

Chiung, 2020: 29

1885

Nguyen, 1999: 2

1945

 

3. 

Ho, 1945: 64-65; Chiung, 2020: 53-54  
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伍、結語 
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I Made Script Therefore I Am: On the 
Creation of Thai Script and That of Western 

Xia and Vietnam 

Chih-hung Yen 
Professor of the Department of Southeast Asian Studies, 

National Chi Nan University, Puli, Nantou, TAIWAN 

Abstract 

I think therefore I am.  Likewise, I create script therefore I am.  Based 

on the fact that I create script, I infer my existence.  No matter what kind of 

script I create, there must be a practitioner of script, that is, “I”; therefore, 

there is no doubt that “I exist.”  Similarly, the fact that my country has 

created its own script proves that my country exists.  By creating a script 

specific to a community or a country, members of the unity can imagine that 

they shape and form a united community.  This article takes three East 

Asian countries as examples to discuss their creation of script and the 

construction of East Asian nationalism.  Although the three countries were 

different in terms of time and space, they were all near the borders the 

Chinese empire and existed before the emergence of print capitalism.  They 

all tried to reconfirmed their own independence by creating or adopting a 

particular set of script as their official writing systems in order to establish 

national identity and to strengthen their own subjectivities when they 

attempted to keep away from the interference of foreign domination. In the 

process, script played a key role.  It functioned as a social bonding agent, 

enabling people, who did not know each other, to connect with each other 

and to imagine that they were a community.  Moreover, it made it clear to 

the members that the new country was different from the former ones.  The 

creation of script gave the weaker or smaller countries that were ruled, interfered 

in, or bullied by powerful empires an autonomous field, a tool to justify their 

existence, and a way to unite their people and to work for their own cultures. 

Keywords: creation of script, Sukhothai /Thailand, Western Xia, Vietnam, 

national identity 
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