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伍、東協中心性的避險策略 
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ASEAN Centrality and Hedging Strategy: 
Cases of RCEP and CPTPP 

Yu-Cheng Teng 

Postdoctoral Researcher, Teaching Excellent Center, National Yunlin 
University of Science and Technology, Yunlin, TAIWAN 

Abstract 

Members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations have been 

strategically uniting to maintain regional peace out of fear of the spread of 

communism in Southeast Asia ever since the Cold War.  Followed by the 

Cold War, the organization underwent trade liberalization through 

multilateral negotiations and regional economic integration, and gradually 

eliminated tariffs in the region.  It is worth noting that the despite the ten 

members of ASEAN having different economic development, societal 

cultures, political systems, and religious beliefs, they could construct 

ASEAN Way through consensus, consultation, non-interference, and mutual 

respect.  These paved the way for the ASEAN Economic Community, 

facilitating regional integration.  However, ASEAN Centrality was 

catalyzed in the 21st century through the framework of ‘ASEAN Plus One’, 

including Free Trade Agreements with China, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, 

Australia, and India, with the latter being in a status of trade surplus to 

withdraw.  The respective FTAs that emerged gradually led to the formation 

of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP).  This 

article proposes that ASEAN should engage in the RCEP and Comprehensive 

and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) to 

consolidate ASEAN Centrality.  By doing so, a hedging strategy can 

counter balance the influence of great powers and avoid interdependence. 

Keywords: ASEAN Centrality, hedging, Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership, Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for 

Trans-Pacific Partnership 
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