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Abstract

The Angkorian Empire created some of the most impressive
architecture and sculptures, and Angkor Wat together with its surroundings
have been recognized by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site. However,
over the centuries, they were often belittled by the Chinese, and in modern
times by the Europeans, as mysterious, unimaginable, full of unknowable
enigmas, forgotten by the world after the 15™ century, “discovered” in the
jungle and brought to light thanks to the Europeans in the 16™ century.
This essay analyzes the above-mentioned prejudice and stigmatization of
Angkor, pointing out that they originate from the Chinese hegemony’s
depreciation of neighboring peoples, and the doubts and denials of modern
“Eurocentrism” towards the other civilizations. This essay further
de-stigmatizes Angkor, explaining that the architecture and sculptures of
Angkor were made by the emperors in order to rule the country; i.e., the
huge and magnificent buildings were used to represent their views of the
universe, and the exquisite and delicate sculptures were used to worship the
gods and emperors. The stigmatization has been improved considerably
since the mid-20" century. There is little research on this subject in this

country, so this essay can serve as a basis for further research.
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