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A Brief Review of New Zealand National
Identity
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Abstract

This paper introduces the development of New Zealand’s national
identity in recent years. Given that no one discipline has a monopoly on
the concept of identities, in theorizing about national and ethnic identities
in New Zealand are various. This paper first explores the significance of
historical development around the topic of national identities, the ways in
which New Zealand national identities are historically patterned. This
historical development accounts for the nature of national identities as
socially constituted, dynamic and multi-layered. Historical development
also leads to the debates of biculturalism and multiculturalism for the
New Zealand society, and this is the main part for the next section. These
debates are aroused from the New Zealand Maori indigenous people’s
claim for a bicultural society, and the fact of current multicultural New
Zealand population compositions resulted from immigration policies
developed around 1970s and 1986. Last, because of the influences by
postmodern theories of multiplicity, fragmentary, contingency and
difference, the ‘Maori identities’ have been undergoing development. This
paper offers discussions of three discourses of Maori identities: fixed, fluid,

forced.

Keywords: identity, national identity, New Zealand, Maori, biculturalism,

multiculturalism



