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Abstract

In the three parliamentary elections from 2017 to 2025, the “ANO 20117
consistently won the most seats in parliament. However, the results of the
2021 and 2025 elections showed that neither the center-left Social Democratic
Party nor the Communist Party could surpass the electoral threshold. Does
this signify that the Czech Republic, in its more than three decades of
democratization, has formally bid farewell to its communist past? This
question warrants observation. In the post-communist era of social
transformation, the Czech Republic has gradually distanced itself from the
negative legacy of communism, with some parties adopting pragmatic national
interests as a rational choice for political participation. This article aims to
explore the evolution of Czech party politics in recent years, examining how
party politics has shifted from a left-right ideological struggle to how center-
right parties now compete for political resources based on national identity.
Clearly, populist center-right parties have far surpassed the traditional center-

right Civic Democratic Party in media propaganda.

Keywords: Czech elections, Czech democracy, Czech parties, populism,
Central and Eastern Europe



