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Abstract

Ever since the Meiji Restoration Japan has seen itself as an “Ocean
State,” and has naturally placed ever more important on the Pacific
region in the 20" century. During the Second World War it had
extended its power to the South Pacific Region, clearing hoping to
further turn this region into its national backyard.

China has played a greater role in the international arena in recent
years, and has been attempting to reach its diplomatic antenna to the
South Pacific region. Since mid-1990 however, China has changed its
previously negative view of multilateralism, and has instead begun to
actively participate in such multilateral forums as the ASEAN Regional
Forum, so as to neutralize western blockage, or to enhance its
international influence or deliberately highlight joint ruling of Eastern
Asia by China and the U.S. China’s strategy is also to use the South
Pacific region as its backyard and gain a controlling position in this
region. These factors demonstrate that the competition between Japan
and China for political and economic interests in this region is only just
starting.

Through describing and examining Japan’s South Pacific policies,
this article seeks to highlight the importance of the South Pacific region
and to urge Taiwan to place greater emphasis on this region. It also

hopes to provide some reference for Taiwan’s own South Pacific policies.
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