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Pursuing the Economic Growth in a Cultural
Masquerade? A Review on the Process of
Lawmaking for Cultural Preservation in China

Pao-ning Yin
Assistant Professor, College of General Education, Aletheia University

Tamsui, Taiwan

Abstract

Since China ratified the Convention Concerning the Protection of
the World Cultural and Natural Heritage on December 12, 1985, it has a
list of 38 sites of world heritage, ranking third in the world. It seems
that China took a great part in global cultural heritage conservation
practice. However, in the beginning of 2009, the auction of the bronze
heads of the Summer Palace taken by the British and French looters in
1886s, reminded people the cultural catastrophe of the Imperial China.
That is to say, China constructed its cultural hegemony by means of
cultural heritage practice. Under the context of globalization, “culture”
is the base for cultural tourism and industries which can earn a lot of
profits, yet the cultural heritage also might be the sacrifice because of the
creative destruction.

In this article, by reviewing the legislation process on cultural
heritage preservation into 4 stages, | intend to analyze how Chinese
people face the challenge on cultural heritage in each stage during these
100 years. In addition, | will make some dialogue about the practice on
cultural heritage preservation across the Taiwan Straits.

Keywords: cultural heritage, cultural tourism, cultural preservation,

intangible cultural heritage, Cultural Preservation Law, China



