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Abstract

Along with Belgium and Switzerland, Finland is one of the three
constitutionally bi- or multi-lingual countries in Europe. Bilingualism
or multilingualism generally indicates the institutionalization of
power-sharing between or among rival ethnic groups with relatively even
powers, such as that of Flemish and French-speakers in Belgium.
However, the case of Finland points to a different story of ethnic politics.
Ethnic Finns predominantly constitute over 90% of the population, and
people of Swedish descent only make up less than 6%. Nonetheless,
Swedish has been Finland’s national language along with Finnish since
1919. The main purpose of this essay is to explore how a country with
uneven proportion of ethnic groups successfully institutionalized
bilingualism. Specifically, two themes are included: (1) How did the
Swedes minority struggle to make their mother tongue, Swedish, an
official language? (2) Why were the Finns majority willing to accept

bilingualism instead of sticking to a single national language?
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