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Democratization and Korean Identity Issues:
U.S., Nuclear Weapons, and Unification

Shun-jie Ji
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Abstract

Taiwan and Korea have been put on the same page as competitors
and partners after the World War Il. They shared similar national
development experiences, including issue and challenge of national
identity. National identity issues in Korea are not on inclusion and
exclusion of citizenship, or separatist movements based on different
language, cultural, or religious backgrounds. They are rather on how to
remain full sovereignty under oppression from super powers. The U.S.
government became an obvious target to blame when democratization
was introduced in Korea given the military influence and support for
Korean authoritarian regimes. Koreans were torn between choices of
security and sovereignty. On the other hand, North Korean government
daringly built up nuclear power capacity to challenge the American
dominant role of the Korean peninsular. They view the U.S. presence as
the biggest obstacle for unification between two Koreas. Although
unification seems to be the long-term goal for people of two Koreas,
however, President Lee Myung-bak recently made some shifts on this
issue. By proposing to collect “unification tax,” he addressed the reality
checks issues to all Koreans. Unification is essential psychologically,
but, could be economic unbearable.

Keywords: ethnic nationalism, nuclear nationalism, anti-American
movements, Sunshine Policy



