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As long as deep in the heart, (3% i e R )

The soul of a Jew yearns, (B ¥ = A cngE L)

And towards the East, (¥ &3 )

An eye looks to Zion, (JiALF4 % 178 )

Our hope is not yet lost, (2 e 3 A=)

The hope of two thousand years, (izs + & e )

To be a free people inour land, (2 P#-= 2 p d 04 %)

The land of Zion and Jerusalem. (% B f4F % frPRpdicid et 30+ )
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Abstract

This article explores the identity issues of Israel through ethnic
origin and constructive perspectives of nationalism. The pushing force
came from the tragedy experience of Nazi holocaust that drove the Jews
to find a new homeland. The historical memory on Palestine pulled
them back to their long lost home. The identity challenges came from
the Israel’s state building, in which the Arabs in Palestine and in the
Middle East viewed as a threat and invasion from the Western. The
Israeli Arabs were put in a difficult world torn between two authorities,
one from the regime of Israel and the other from the Palestine Authority.
The differentiated treatment, if not discrimination, they received became
barrier for them to form unitary state identity with the Jews. The end of
the Cold War changed Israelis’ mindset on state identity and worldview.
They now try to develop soft power, moving toward culture and
technology innovation, to consolidate their security and legitimacy in the

world.
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