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Parliamentary Electoral System in Singapore
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Abstract

Electoral system is a major element of a democracy, particularly for
parliament which watches over the executive branch of the government.
This paper examines parliamentary electoral system of Singapore.
Singapore’s parliament is composed of three categories of members:
Non-Constituency Members, Nominated Members, and
Constituency-Elected Members. Constituency-Elected Members account
for a large majority of the parliament. The election is through Single
Non-transferrable Vote by plurality which tends to favor large parties in
winning seats. A unique feature of the electoral system is that in addition
to Single-Member Constituencies, there are “Group Representation
Constituencies” from which most members were elected. This system
causes an emphatic disparity between the popular votes and the
parliamentary seats won. The ruling party, the People’s Action Party
(PAP), draws constituencies in such ways that give undue advantage to
the ruling party. Furthermore, the ruling party adopts various regulations
and measures to suppress the opposition. Thus the PAP has ruled
Singapore for decades with approximately 70% of popular votes but 90%
of parliamentary seats. There have been talks of electoral reforms but the
ruling party has not been willing to make the electoral system a truly
level field for competition.

Keywords: electoral system, single-member constituencies, group
representation constituencies, percentage of popular votes,
percentage of parliamentary seats



